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HISTORY OF VIOLIN SUBJECT OF UM LECTURE-CONCERT 
MISSOULA—
The next installment of the President’s Lecture Series at The University of Montana will 
explore the first 150 years of the development of the violin.
Monica Huggett, professor of baroque violin at the Royal Academy of Music, London, 
will present “A Short History of the Early Violin: A  Lecture-Concert” at 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
Nov. 16, in the University’s Music Recital Hall.
Huggett also will hold a master class from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 15, at the 
same location.
Both events are free and open to the public.
In the 16th century, the violin was used by traveling professionals -  very often gypsies -  
to play dance tunes at weddings, parties and other celebrations, as well as in public houses or just 
in the street. By the middle of the 18th century, violin virtuosi were as famous as modem-day 
sports figures, and for the amateur dilettante aristocracy, the violin was the instrument of choice.
To demonstrate how that extraordinary transformation took place, Huggett will begin the 
lecture-concert with a selection of dances from the Stuart Masque and later treat audience 
members to sonatas by Marini, Biber and Corelli. She will be accompanied by Lori Presthus,
-more-
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baroque cello, and Susan Jensen, harpsichord.
Huggett started violin lessons when she was 6 years old and by age 16 was studying at the 
Royal Academy of Music. She soon became known as a specialist in baroque music and was 
invited to form the Amsterdam Baroque Orchestra with Ton Koopman. Hugget was the concert 
master for the orchestra from 1980 to 1987.
During her thirty years in baroque music, Hugget has worked with most of the famous 
directors and orchestras in Europe. Her work in the United Kingdom centers on her ensemble 
Sonnerie, which recently released compact discs of Mozart piano quartets and Biber violin 
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